Compulsion

Up-Coming Events

Compulsion. What is it? Compulsion is
a sense of being compelled, forced, co-
erced, or constrained. It is an irresistible
impulse to do something or to be some-
one. Compulsion is a constant sense of
“must” and “necessity.”

| fear that compulsion is lacking in
many Christians causing them to neglect
the Lord’s work or to become unfaithful
all together. We need to be more like Je-
sus who said, “l must”. He said “l must be
in my father’s house ” (Luke 2:49) and “I
must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day...” (John 9:4).

We need to be more like Paul who
spoke of his “necessity”. He believed that
“necessity” was laid upon him to do God’s
will (I Corinthians 9:16; Philippians 1:24).

Why were Jesus and Paul so com-
pelled? Both had a strong desire to do the
God’s will (to save mankind) and both had
a strong desire to fill the world’s greatest
need (salvation from sin).

Compulsion. What will it do for you
and me? It will cause us to use our time
wisely (Psalm 90:12; Eph.5:15), it will elimi-
nates fear (2 Timothy 1:7), and it will pro-
duce a much needed zeal (Titus 2:14).

Like Jesus and Paul, our compulsion to
serve Christ comes from a strong desire
to do God’s will and to fill the world’s
greatest need. Now’s the time to regain
our sense of compulsion. - Chris Reeves
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For though we walk in the flesh, we do
not war according to the flesh, for the
weapons of our warfare are not of the
flesh, but divinely powerful for the
destruction of fortresses.
- 2 Corinthians 10:3-4 -




God said from the very beginning of
time, “It is not good for man to be alone...”
(Genesis 2:18). So, he made Eve. Jesus
said, “Man does not live by bread alone...”
(Matthew 4:4). His point was that man has
a need for God in addition to his physical
needs.

There are some things in life that sim-
ply are not meant to be alone. Some things
don’t work well alone like a train without
a track or a car without an engine. Some
things are worthless alone like a playing
card without the rest of the deck or a
sock without its pair-.

What is true in the physical realm of
life is also true in the spiritual realm. Let
us consider some things that are not good
alone with regard to our salvation.

Hearing without faith is not good.
Hearing the gospel is important (Romans
10:14-15). Hearing is how a person learns
the truth about Jesus. But, hearing without
faith is useless (Romans 10:16-21; He-
brews 4:2). Hearing has to be joined with
faith. Hearing alone does not save.

Faith without works is not good.
Faith is important (Hebrews | I:6). Faith
shows that we believe and accept the
truth of the gospel. But, faith without
works is dead (Matthew 7:21-23; | Thes-
salonians |:3; 2 Thessalonians |:11; James
2:14-26; Revelation 2:9). Faith has to show
itself in active obedience, otherwise it is a
dead faith. Faith alone does not save.

Some Things That Are Not Good Alone

Works without zeal is not good. Works
are important (Ephesians 2:10). Works show
that we are serious about obeying the Lord.
But, works without zeal is mere ritualism or
formalism (Titus 2:14; | Peter 3:13). We don’t
simply want to “go through the motions” in
our obedience to God. Works alone do not
save.

Zeal without knowledge is not good.
Zeal is important (Romans 12:11; | Peter 4:8).
Zeal keeps us from becoming lukewarm or
even cold. But, zeal without knowledge is
wasted time and energy (Romans 10:1-3; see
also Acts 22:3; Galatians |:14; Philippians 3:6).
Zeal has to be coupled with the truth of God’s
word, otherwise we will be zealous for the
wrong cause. Zeal alone does not save.

Knowledge without understanding is
not good. Knowledge of God’s word is impor-
tant (Philippians 1:9; Colossians 1:9; | Timothy
2:4; 2 Peter |:5; 3:18). Knowledge of the truth
keeps us from error. But, knowledge without
understanding is nothing more than possession
of some facts (Matthew 13:19; 15:10; Acts 8:30
-31; 2 Corinthians 1:13; | Timothy 1:7; 2 Peter
3:16-17). Knowledge alone does not save.

Understanding without love is not
good. Understanding God’s word is important
(Luke 24:45; Ephesians 5:7; 2 Timothy 2:15).
Understanding keeps us from being ignorant.
But, understanding without love is nothing
more than assimilation of facts (| Corinthians
8:1-13; 13:1-13). Love keeps us from mistreat-
ing others. Understanding alone does not save.

Love without obedience is not good.

Love is important (Matthew 22:37-38; |
John 4:7-21). Love is the foundation of our
life; love toward God and fellow-man. But,
love without obedience is cold, empty, and
superficial (John 14:15; 15:10; | John 5:1-
3). Love alone does not save.

Obedience without hope is not
good. Obedience is important (2 Thessalo-
nians 1:8; Hebrews 5:9). We cannot be
saved without obedience. But, obedience
without hope will soon end (Romans
12:12; | Corinthians 9:10; Hebrews 6:10-
['1; 1 Timothy 4:10). Hope keeps us going.
Obedience alone does not save.

Hope without perseverance is not
good. Hope is important (Titus 1:1-2; |
John 5:13). Hope keeps us from giving up
when times are difficult. But, hope without
perseverance will soon wither and fade
away (Romans 8:25; | Corinthians 15:58;
Colossians 1:21-23; Hebrews 3:6; 10:23,32
-37). We must persevere until Jesus comes
again. Hope alone does not save.

Each step in our salvation is good, but
not good alone. Alone, each step is noth-
ing; empty; hollow; useless. Our salvation
is like the marriage of a man and woman
who are joined: “what God has joined to-
gether, let no man put asunder” (Matthew
19:6). God has joined together these
things. Let’s not put them asunder (divide
them or separate them).

Beware of anyone who says we are
saved by “ alone.” Some things
are just not good alone. - Chris Reeves



